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Captains, and Gentlemen, Profeſling and Exerciſing: 
* Armsinthat Renowned and Honourable Sociery.. 


Right Honourable, ec. 

O many excellent Books. have been of late Writtenin: 
defence of Loyalty and:the Government, in anſwer to: 
thoſe virulent and Seditious Pamphlets and Libels that: 
 bave been Publiſhed amongſt us, that we might reafo- 


nably Eope there ſhould be bardly now lc fi one diſaffeed Jan: 
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in The Nation : Tet-« appears by thoſe difcontents that are ſtil 
whiſper'd, that there:is great need. of an anniverſary. meetin 
of this Muſtrious Saciety;,. Which not only. by their Example 
doth encourage others tobe Loyal, but can al o force thoſe to be 
ſuch, who perhaps might have” bit little: mind to it t frrale 
And netwith}t aiding all: that bath been faill.o or Printed for 0 
 dience to Lawful Authority, there are many ſo ſlenderly con. 
verted, and ſo ready on all occaſions to Relapſe e, that there can. 
not but be frequent uſe. plaiz Diſcohrſes, to ſhew the 
wickeddeſs; as well &s rhi oor of -dll diſloyal. Princi. * 
ples. o do this in ſome meaſure, is the honeſt deſign of the 
following 'S erman, Which4s now s humbly I to your Foe 
rable Tr, By 135, 
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Then ſaid 7e las unto him, put up ain n 
- Sword into bis place : for all they that take 
the Sword ſhall periſa with the $ word. 


| Can eaſily. imagine ſome amongſt you upon 


che firſt hearing of theſe words ready to tell 

me, that this advice of our Lords is by no 
means ſuited or-proper' to this illuſtrious Aſſembly, 
conſiſting of Men ſo long Trained up, and ſo ex- 
cellently skill'd in Martial exerciſes, To bid thoſe, 
who ſo well know the uſe of the Sword, to put it 
into its place, and ſuffer it to ruſt -in its Scabbard, 
ſounds like a diſmiſion or disbanding of this re- 
nowned and honourable . Society, and an hard 
cenſure of your noble Profeſſion, as unlawful or 
Antichriſtian, -and infinitely. dangerous too, If all 


they that take the S —_ perifh- by the Sword." 


But 
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But if we better conſider what our Saviour here 
faith, we ſhall not find any thing in this Text againſt 


the: uſe of the Sword upon a juſt and neceſſary oc. 


calton,or when it is duely put into our hands by thoſe, 
who have from God the power of the Sword com- 
mirced to them, : For he did: not - command his 
Diſciples tofling it away, as of no further uſe under 
the Goſpel; as if no other Sword ”was, .now ne- 
ceſlary _ but- that of the Spirit ; or as if all Ckriſti- 
ans were bound tamely to: yield up themſelves an 
ealy prey- to violent and injurious. Men, and in no 
caſe . ro. repel. unjuſt force by force, . Ne : our 
bleſſed Lord but a little before, viz; the very ſame 
Night in which he ſpake the words of my. Text, 
had adviſed. his Diſciples, thoſe of them who had 
no Swords, to ſell their Garments and buy one ; thereby 
allowing them to- provide Arms ſufficient for their 
defence againſt lawleſs Robbers and Cut-throats, 
who were very common and numerous in-thoſe 


Countries, 'through which *they were to pals for 
the propagation of Chriſtianity. | 


Our Saviour did never intend to ty all his Diſci- 
les hands, and expoſe them naked to be Invaded 
and Afſaulted by any one that had amind to it. 'T'o 
oppole force againſt unjuſt force is allow'd to every 
Man by the Law of Nature, which natural right 


our Religion hath not cancel'd nor reſtrained, pro- 


vided'always that we thus draw our Swords only 


againſt private Perſons, and: riot againſt thoſe who- 


f have 
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have Warrant or Command of publick Authority 
to vouch their force againſt us ; and that ir be in 


luch caſes of extremity, where we cannot defend 
our ſelves by the regular courſe of calling in the 
Aſliſtance of the Law or Magiſtrate. 

Nay further, in the very words of my Text our 
Saviour doth expreſly allow the uſe of the Sword 
in the hands of the Supreme power, or by Comiſli- 
on and Authority from it. For'when he ſaith they 


ſhall periſh by the Swerd, he means by the Sword of 


the Magiſtrate., which ſhall juſtly cut off ſuch 
Offenders. TRE 

Thus from the words themſelves we have ſufhi- 
cient evidence, that our Saviour did not forbid the 
ule of the Sword; either in our own neceſlary 
defence, or at the Command and direction of the 
Supreme Governours : In which two caſes only ic 
was ever lawful for private Perſons. Andinthis 
matter the Laws of our Religion have made no al- 
teration. We may till defend our elves by the 
Sword from the unjuſt Aſlaults of private Perſons, 
when we have no other Remedy; and the 
Soveraigns of every Nation and Kingdom have 
the ſame power over their Subje&ts perſons, 
fortunes and lives, that they had before Chriſtianity 
appeared in the World, that they had from the be. 


inning, ſince Men fiſt entered into Societies, and 


lived under Government. 
.-. Our Saviour therefore in my Text forbids the uſe 
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of the Sword only on that particular occaſion, or 


the like, on which it was drawn by St. Peter, which 
was this , ' FEI lo wi 03 

A great company of Souldiers, and other Off 
cers from the chief Prieſts and Phariſees, with the 
Traitour Fudas to conduct them, were 'ſent ro Ap. 
prehend our Blefled Saviour in the Garden, whither 
he had retired. Thisthe Diſciples thought a fir-oppor- 
txmiry to ſhew their courage and conftaney to their 
Lord and Mafter, by venturing their -own Lives to 
reſcue him from the mercyleſshands of his bloody 
enemies. They asked him therefore, Lord ſhall we 
fmite with the Sword? and'St. Peter, who was natu- 
rally of a more hot remper and bolder ſpiritthan 
the reft of the Apoſtles, without tarrying for an 
Anſwer drew his Sword, and ſtruck at che chiefeft 
and moft buly of chem, (ſome gueſs himro be the 
Man that Commanded the Party, and had che War- 
rant to ſeize our Lord) and he cur off his ear. But 
our Saviour liked not this rath and ungovernable 
zeal, and therefore intreated. thoſe who had him in 
their powet to ſuffer him butdo long, till by a” Mi- 
raculous touch he healed the Wound, andturning 
to St. Peter, bad him put up his Sword again into bis 
place. For at preſent there was not the. leaft juſt 
occation for ir, (as great an'one as he might think 
was now offered to-him) that his:Cauſe ſtood not in 
need of any ſuch irregular defence. * It was not tor 
hack of help, that he thus quietly ſubmicted _ 
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ſelf, but out of reſpe& co that Authority, which 
imploy'd theſe Souldiers and Officers. Had he any 
deſire to be forceably delivered our of their hands, 
did he want any to fight for him, he could ealily 
ſpeak to his Father, and he would preſently ſend 
more than Twelve Legions of Angels to appear 
for his reſcue. For .he that taketh the Sword, that is at 
his -own pleaſure :or for his own humour without 
ſufficient order or Authority, when it is not put into 
his hands, bur. he taketh it witkout warrantable di- 
recion, or uſerh. it againſt a Lawful Authority, ſhall 
perifh 'by the Sword; :thall iand ought to ſuffer for ſo 
doing, is guilry.: of: a capical crime, for which he 


forfeits his Life to Juſtice here, and of a moſt grie- 


vous fin, for which without Repentance he ſhall 
ſand condemned hereafter. Put up again thy Sword 
into. his place, : fer all they that take the Sword fhall periſh 
' Þith the Sword * - | If bw 

Our Saviour here plainly condemns all refiſtance of 
Lawful Authoricy. by force and violence, ſince he 


would not ſuffer theSword to be drawn againlt chole, 


who acted by a juſt Auchorty, though what they 
did was barbaroully unjuſt. Whether it bejn any 
caſe lawful by force and violence to refift Apthori- 
ty, is truly ſtiled the greateſt caſe-of Conſcience i the 
World, ſince ſo very much doth depend upon the 
right reſolution of it. And it it could be plainly 
-made out that our Saviour , or his Apoſtles, did give 
' Subje&ts- right or liberty .0n any- pretence to-take 
i | up 


_ 
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up Arms, or to fight againgſt the Lawful powers, 


1 ſhould look upon it as the greatelt obje&tion that 


could be brought againſt Chriſtianicy. For'it would 
be an eternal {candal, and indelible reproach againſt 
our Religion, if it countenanced any thing , that 
was ſo manifeſtly inconſiſtent with the - peace of 
Societies and! civil Government. © 

There is nothing more evident than that this prin- 
ciple, that it is Lawful in ſome'cales for Subjects by 
force to reſiſt their King and Sovereign , doth 
open a wide door to all manner of diſorder and 


confuſion. For if it ever be Lawful for 'Subje&sto 


_ reſiſt the Soveraign power, then it. follows that the 


SubjeCts have always a right to judge, whether their 
preſent caſe be ſuch as that they may Lawlully reſiſt 


* 1n, andiifthey be Judges, this Propolitionthatſubjects 


may. reſiſt in ſome caſes, of which themſelves are 
Judges, is the ſame, as to ſay, that they may doit 
whenever they ſhall think fit for rodoir; and thus 


- any ſuſpicion or diſcontent taken up againſt the Go. 


' king up-Arms again 


vernment, any grievancewe can fancy any thing our 
Governour doth that is miſconſtrued or miſinter- 
preted, will be —_ a juſtifiable pretence for ta- 

him, ' which neceſſarily lays 


the Foundation of everlaſting Wars and troubles. 

I might therefore ſufficiently evince the falſeneſs 
of this Principle from the inevitable miſchievous 
conſequences of it; but it rather becomes the place 
'T now ſtand into ſhew how'wicked and unchriſtian 
, | | A 
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a Doctrine iris. And there is nothing more plainly 
and folemnly condemned by theLaws of our Religi- 
on,than for Subjects by force of Arms on any occaſion 
ro refit the Supreme Power and Authority, let it be 
in one ſingle perſon, or more, according to the diffe. 
rent forms of Government in ſeveral Countries : 
Or to ſpeak as the caſe is amongſt our ſelves, it is 
never Lawful by our Religion on any pretence to 
reſiſt the King,or any Authoriſed by the King, whom 
we all acknowledge in the Oath of Supremacy to be 
the only Supreme Governour of this Realm, and if he be 
the only Supreme, there is no power on Earth equal 
or. co-ordinate to his any. more,. than theres any 


- Superiour. 


Had we noother proof of this, as we have abun- 
dance, but theſe words of our Saviour to St. Peter, 
we might from them ſufficiently learn his Mind and 
Will concerning refaftance of the Supreme Power. 
Where 1 ſhall obſerve firſt, what a fair pretence and 
Plea St. Peter and the Diſciples had for drawing the 
Sword or taking up Arms, and then I ſhall explain 
the grounds or reaſons upon which our Saviour for- 
bad them, and ſo i 4 rebuked St, Peter ; laſtly I 
ſhall draw one or two inferences from the whole. 

1. Confider what plauſible pretence St. Peter and 
the Diſciples here had for the drawing of the Sword ; 
and ſurely if ever there was. or can be - caſe, 
wherein reſiſtance of Lawful Authority by force is 
Juſtifiable, ir nauſt had been ſo in this we are now 
diſcourſing of. For 


1. T þis: 


—_—-© 
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1. This a& of St. Peter was poly defenſive.” 
1 a laid againft the Chief 
Priefts or Elders of the Jews, mack els againft the 


Here was no Plot or defign lai 


Life 'or Dignity of Czfar; or the Authority of his” 
Deputy in Judzz. No Combination nor Aſſociation 
for 'rhe defence of our Saviour, no holy League 
ot Covenant taken, nor engagement entred'idto to 


root ott the Highpriefttood andJewifh Hierarchy" | 


and to Rand by cone atiorher wich cheir Lives and 
Fortunes ; no naming of a General, or liſting of 
Souldiers in the Caufe; no contribution of Plate or 
Money for the carrying it on ; no. concrivance of any 
Tnfarretion or ſeizing the Guards, or ftirritig up 
the people againſt rhe Government; no fecrer con- 
fulrs about the management of the buſinefs ; but 
only ah hafty and raſh —_— to ſecure our Saviours 
Perſon from the violence offered to him ; which if 
they had by force effeted, and aftually delivered 
him our of the hands of the Officers that came to ap- 
prehend him, there in all probabilicy the Tumulc 
would have ftopped, and no further damage or pre- 
| judice happened ro the publick Stare; So that here 
was .not any dangerous Conſpiracy againſt the Go- 
vernment, nor a direct taking up Arms againſt ic, 
but their greateſt fault ſeems to be only a ditorderly 
zeal for the Lite and fafety of their Lord and Maſter, 
to preſerve which they thought themlelves in gra- 
ticude and honour bound,” © 
2. The violence here offered to our Saviour by 
! .z $ $4 4 ; ; the 
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Chief Prieſts and Officers was as baſe and vile w__ 


of injuſtice, as ever was ated by Men : Moſt foul 
creachery in Judas, invincible malice in the Chief 
Prieſts and Elders againſt the moſt innocent perfon 
that ever lived in the World. I may well call their 
ſpite againſt him invincible, {ince thoſe marvellous 


p90e works he had done amongſt them, all the 


indneſles they had received from him, the incom- 
parable ſweetneſs and obligingnels of his temper 
and deportment could not ſubdue it. 

-Now this St. Peter and the reſt of our Saviours 
intimate friends.and followers could not be ignorane 
of. They knew how the Rulers of the Jews had 
all along laid their traps to eninare him, invented 
their Sham-plots to find matter of accuſation againſt 
him, with what unwearied diligence they had Per- 
ſecuted him, and all that adhered to him, and were 
now at laſt reſolved on his Death. And who could 
be fafe in their Lives and Eſtates, if ſuch exemplary 
vertue and innocence could not protect our Blefſed 


| Saviour ? So that here their civil Liberties and Pro. 


perties were highly concerned. It our Governours 


prevail, and by ſuch manifeſt injuſtice take away this | 


Mans Life, the Lord knows who of us by ſuch 
wicked Arts and ſubornation of witneſſes and 
methods of violence ſhall go next. This is ſuch an 
inſtance of Arbitrarineſs and Tyranny, as is not to 

be endured by a free people. 
3. lt is fuxther to be conſidered that not only 
7 C | thei 
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their civil Liberties and Birthright, but the true Re- 


- ligion was alfo in great danger. his perſon in whoſe 


defence St. Peter drew his Sword was no other than 
the Son of God the Saviour of the World, thar 
great Prophet of whom Moſes ſpake of old time, 
and whom their whole Nation had: ſo long expect- 
ed: That Divine Preacher of Righteouſneſs, whom 
God had ſent into the World: theſe laſt days to in- 
ftru& mankind, and diſcover his whole will to us 
and by it to conduct us to-erernal Lite. Now this 
feizing of his Perfon was a downright rejecting the 
true Meſſzab, a deſign to root out his holy Doctrine; 
which: his enemies doubted not but would dy with 
him. Who would not ſtretch a little and venture 
fomething, in ſo Sacred and ſo Glorious a Cauſe? 
Did! it become the Diſciples to ſtand upon little ni. 
ecties and punctilio's of duty, when they were haling 
away the Son of God himfel, as the vileſt Mala- 
factor, and all that was dear to them lay at ſtake ? 
or needed they to fear Gods diſpleaſure, for refcu- 
ing one ſo dear to him out of the: hands of thoſe 
wretched Miſcreants, who would treat him with all 
imaginable ſpice and cruelty > Thus you ſee it was 
their Love only and concern for the belt perſon, the 
beſt Religion, that inſpirited St. Peter andthe Diſci- 
ples with courage. and reſolution to attack the Soul- 
dicrs,and.Officers that cameagainſt their Maſter. 

4- The force that was oppoſed, or the reſliſtance 
that: was made was only againſt che inferiour and: 
| . __ nneaneſt 


at. 
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meaneſt Officers and Servants. The Sword was 
 cdrawn neither againſt Ceſar himſelf, not any ſent 
” by him as Herod or Pilate, nor yet againſt any of the 
Chief Prieſts and Elders of the Jews themſelves, bur 
only againſt ſome of their ordinary Malignant Servants 
and Officers; and that too at a time when bur very lit- 
tle power remained to the Jews, who could not judge 
* inCapttal Cauſes, nor put any to Death by their own 
od Authority. St. Peter might have pleaded, that he 


Lc 5A 
Vo 


Y deſign'd no hurt or miſchief to the perſons of his Go- 
F vernours, whom he acknowledged to be Sacred and 
Tnviolable; that he owned . the 'Authority of. the 
Chief Prieſts and Elders, did not fight againſt them, 
but for them againſt their unjuſt Miniſters, who came 
treacherouſly. in the Night to ſurprize our Saviour, 
that they might deliver him up to Pate the Roman 
Preſident ; and this without any Commiſſion from 
him, who had the chief Juridiction in Jewry. 

In ſhort, St. Peter only reſiſted unjuſt and illegal 
Violence : He thought himſelf under the ſtrongeſt 
Obligations of Love and Gratitude to his Lord and 
Maſter to do it. It was zeal for Chriſt inflamed him, 
he could not endure to ſee the Son of God fo baſely 
uſed.. Yet notwithanding all theſe Circumſtances, 
which I have alledged in his favour, he was ſeverely 
reprehended by our Saviour for drawing his Sword, 
the fact was condemned, and thoſe who ſhould here- 
after imitate him by taking the Sword in like caſes 
Sentenced as worthy of Death. Ft 
> C 2 al 
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2. I proceed to enquire into the grounds and 
reaſons, epon- which our Saviour blamed and con- 
demned this Fa of St. Peter, and ,we ſhall find 
thele two. 1s : MODE, 

| 1- Becauſe he had no competent Authority to 
draw his Sword. R, | 

2. Becauſe fighting indefence of our Saviour and 
his Religion was utterly-inconliſtent with his deſign, 
and the Nature of his Kingdom. - 

1. Becauſe he had no competent Authority to 
juſtifie his drawing his Sword. So ſaith our Saviour, 
All they that take the Sword, of their own heads, who 
withoue leave or Commiſſion'uſurp the righe of the 
Magiſtrate, ſhall ſuffer the puniſhmentdue by Law 
ro Murderers, who fa ſheddeth Mans. Blood, by Man ſhall 
his Blood be ſhed. © © © os 

God Almighty is the ſole Lord and Maſter of Life 
and Death. No: Man hath of himſelf power over 
his own Life, much leſs over anothers, - and conſe. 
quently cannot transfer any ſuch power. What is 
therefore called jus gtadii or the power of the Sword. 
muſt be put into the hands of the Soveraign by God 
alone, whoſe Miniſter he is, and not by the people, 
who cannot give what they never had. Who there- 
fore Fights with the allowance, of at the Command 
of the Supreme-power, fights by Gods Authority 
to9; by whole leave and appointment he takes away 
the Lives of the Kings enemies. And to pretend to. 
fight for God withour apyAuthoricy from. the; King, 
IS © mult: 
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muſt either ſuppoſe a private direction, and Com- 
miſhon from God, (which is all impoſture) or it 
makes every private perfon a Soveraign, which is 
earoavag deſtroy the Nature both of Soveraign and 
Subject. | | | 

= Bleſſed Saviour here- pronounceth him 
worthy.of Death, whoſhould draw his Sword-either 


againſt or wichouta Lawtul Authority, though it be- 


to ſecure the greateſt innocence from the moſt un- 
juſt and legal Perſecution :. And can we then poli. 
bly defire-a plainer, or more expreſs Text of Scrip- 
ture againſt all reſiſtance of Lawtul Authotity by, 
force and violence, than theſe words of our Lord. 
For if (excepting the caſe of private defence, 1n- 


which the conſent. of the Supreme Power is ſuppo... 


fed) we are never to uſe the Sword, but whenwe: 
receive Authority, to. do it from. the Publick Ma- 
giſtrate, then to. be ſareit is never Lawfultouſe it 


againſt him; unleſs we will imagine the King to» 


Authorize Men, and give thera Commiſſion. to fight: 
againſt himſelf, as. thoſe in our late Rebellion did; 
who pretended to fight againſt his Perſon by. his Au-. 
thority, a-conceit as abſurd, as Traiterous. 

Now by this one precept of non-Reſiftancetothe: 
higher Powers our Saviour hath -beſt ſecured the: 
Rights of Princes, the liberty. of the Subject and: 
the Peace of Societies... | Ba 6 

x. By this ourSaviour hath ſecured the Rights ef 


Soyeraign Princes. This being an-eſſencial part of; 
Be | 79, | the 


A Sermon Prached before the 


the Soveraign power to be unaccountable and irre- 
fiſtable. For that power which is to give account 
unto,or may be refitted by any other power on Earth, 
is not the Soveraign power of a Nation, but it is 
ſubje&_.to thoſe who cannot controul it. Thus if 
it were Lawful for the Body of the peoplein general* 
or their repreſentatives in any caſe to take up Arms, 
and reſiſt, then is the King Soveraign only during 
pleaſure, and the people ſubje& no longer, -than 
they ſhall think fit: And'it is truly ſaid, that He hath 
only an empty ſhadow of Power and Authority , who is 
cloathed with the Robes of Majeſty, and. is entruſted 
with the Scepter,whilſt the power of the Sword is in 
another hand. It by ourReligion it had been on any 
pretence permitted to have reſiſted, our Saviour had 
utrerly deſtroyed- all the rights of Governmear, 
Kings would have had a very uncertain precarious 
Title to their Crowns, he had made their Subjects 
Judges of their Soveraigns ations, and conſequently 


- % 


ſuperiour to them, ina word, he had dethroned all 


Monarchs by eransferting that abſolute uncontrolla.. 


ble Power, which in all Governments muſt be lod. 
ged ſomewhere, - from the King to the people. 

© 2. By forbidding reſiſtance our Saviour hath moſt 
eftectually ſecured the Rights, Liberties and Proper. 
ties of the ſubje&t; which certainly are beſt preſer- 
ved under Government. For the' greateſt danger 
ſubje&s are in is not from their Prince, but from 
their fellow ſubjects 3 and for this purpoſe God hath 
| 1nſtituted 
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inſtituted Government to lecure us from the violence 
of other injurious perſons, without which we ſhould, 


live as amongſt Bears and Tygers, nay without it neither - 


Fouſe, nor City, nor Nation, nor Mankind, nor Nature, 


nor the World it ſelf can ſubſiſt, as Tully ſpeaks in his 
Third Book of Laws. When the Hedge and Wall 
is once broken down, and the fence taken away, we 
ſtrait become liable to the incurſtons of. all the Raye. 
nous Beaſts of prey, and to avoid Tyranny or op- 
preſfſton of our Governours, we ſoon are made: 
Haves to the meaneft of the people, as it uſually 
happens. in Civil Wars, and proſperous Rebellions. 
This Doctrine therefore is ſo. far from enſlaving the 
people, or deſtroying their Natural right of ſelf- 
prelervation, that it indeed teacheth us the belt way: 
to defend our ſelves, and ſecure our Liberties. | 

Publick Governmeat is always the:beft. means of 
felf-defence ; and therefore to reſiſt, or to endeavour 
to overthrow. the Government at any time, 1s to: 
take away and deftroy the- beſt means we. have: 
of defending our own Lives, Properties, and-Rights.. 
It may indeed, as the caſe may ſome times happen, 
free us ſrom one Tyrant, but then it oppoſes us-to the: 
rage and luſt of Ten- Thouſand. Oar Rights and 
Etberties are-,not any ways more certainly.violated;. 
than by civil commotions and inteſtine Tumults, 
and broils:. and oppreſſion, under the: worſt. Go. 
vernment is not ſo great am evil , asthe devaſla- 
tions and: deſolations- that.axe made by ſubjects re- 


16 A Sermon Preached before © 
filting, and rebelling againſt their Soveraign, On 
which account it is reported -of che old Perfrans, thar 
upon the Dearh of.any of. their Kings the peopl 
were allowed ſome few days freedom from all C 
verment, that by the miſchiefs, ſlaughters, outrages and 
rapines committed in.that fhort interval,they might be convin. 
 cedof the neceſſuty and uſefulneſs of Government, and that 
the-worſt was valtly better chan none art all. | 
-' Laſtly, ' By this precept of :non-reſiftance our Sa- 
vionr hath provided for the peace of Societies, which 
can never be maintained; where this principle is once 
admirted, that it 1s lawful in fome caſes to reſiſt the 
Supreme Auchority. For the beft Goyernours, the 
moſt equal and juſt Governments are ditpleating to 
ſorne or other.. It is impoſſible that things ſhould be . 
always adminiſtred with that exatt fairneſs, and pro. '- 
portion, and {uccefs roo, asnot to offend ſome, who 
ſhall think themſelves oppreſs'd and wrong'd; and Þ 
if they think ſo, chis ſhatl. be ground .cnough to f 
diſturbche'peace of. theKingdom.- = -- © E 
. Hence:there mutt be ecernal jcalouſies berween 
the Prince and people ; watching for all advantages 
one againft the other ; contimual undermining and 
weakning 'one anothers: intereſt and force;; and 
nothing could: be the xeſaltof ſuch aconſtiracion, 
but'endleſs 'tumult and confuſion. 'So thatic is a de- 
feating the very end of ali- focieties; and liberty. of 
defence; it allowed © to- private perſons. againſt 
their ſupeziours, would -miakethe condition of fub» 
| jeas 


Y 
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jeas-far:worſe,. thanircan well be under the molt :ab:. 
flmeand illimiced. Monarchy; |c 5-15 7 ben xl 1738 9vil 
-: Þknowtherevery:T ragical Stories aretold;and} 
conſequences drawa'from this Dottrine'; thar this: makes 
us all ſlaves to the will and luſt of any vile wretch, that happeins 
to:c-be 1111; the» Throne, - ſuch as'were:Tyberins,)Ners; land the 
like, .that one Arm: unrefiſted may Butcher: andoMaffacre a 
Whole City: - or; Nation, that * this: *is'- enough ''to--twm a 
Kingdom into a Shambles, that it is not to betbought that 
God: would: ever truft-one Man with ſuch unbounded power of 
doing :mifobief, >that to ſubmit and fit ſtill under ſuck oppreſſion 
and: Tyranny, \as may ariſe from the abuſe of unbridled; power, 
vs.to throw away our Lives, as Men weary of them, andthat it 
# Mahumetan-DoFrine, not Chriſtian: RO” 


-': Burafcer all this ic is no leſs than Demonſtration, that 
the caſe of the ſubject is far eaſier and ſafer, whilſt they 
are denied the Liberty of refifting, than'ir would have 
been had che {ame been indo cothem, the inconve- 


-niences on both fides being traly. ſtated and-weighed : as 


hath been evidently-made our by ſeverallate Writers on 

behalf ofthe Government beyond all fair contradidtion; 

and for the proof of it all appeal to the lace Rebellion, 
:called a'Defenfive:War,.and juſtified by. this Dodtrine of 
.the Lawfulneſs of-ielifting forthe.Preſervacion: of. our 
-Righes and (Liberties! and Religion;t yot(there as more 
: Chriſtian. ' Blood ſhed, more” Lives" loſt in thatiquarrel,” more 


- 


ſtates plundred and Confiſcated; more Families ruin'd ant 


: undone; than 'by 'all the Perſertitions and Tyrannies.of all the 
- Kings and Queens of \England fikce the Conqueſt.” :So thatit 


IS 
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"pr the good and incereſt of every lubjed, that warlld: 
live quietly and peaceably ahd-lafdly, thacthts Soveraign 

2werſbould be inveſted with an abſolute uhaccourtta- 

ble; arrefiſtible. Auhoricy, Suborditate e<:n2008: bur God 
himſelf. 

-And thoughbonefl Men mayibe in Cookie Aanger om 
dr \PoWer;: when it happetit to: be fn hands, ybu 
they: would be ING \fangrebterdanger, * i 
might: beirelifted. | + 

Was (it.:chwis: Loaawful on any. cdOunt, © take Arms, 
there would nevet'be waning-a.precence Jari. y:and (le 
che Govtratnent, tikea Foowell, would. be contitually 
ralſed from vne co 8aorher, ill. che Rrongelt can away 
with it, and he ſhould ptevdil no lengty, than till-abe- 
ther fronger tharſ the- came and trip'd ip his heels, [and 
whatlecity ean thore-be forthe Lives, Eftates, and-Lt- 
berties' of the fubjeRts in the mid{t of ſuch-continual 
diforders and revolutions * 'T his therefore is nb hard 
Law :of our Saviouts, that we ſhould .not take up 
Armsin 6uroivndefence againſtthe Magiſtrate but very 
benehtial-and profitable ro: Mankind, fitte the miſchief 
of 'ſuch tefiſtance is manifeſtly greater and-more facal, 
than all the ſuppoſed ihconveniences that catr ari{c from 
the abuſe of .powet. Some few Mets may fall a Sacti- 
hoe tothe fury:or malice of a wicked Tyrant, bur Thot- 
fands \and Feit Thoulands periſh, 'whetMen attempt 
to. ſave their Lives by Rebellion. | 


©. Qut-Saviaur and his Apoſtles could notbur ones 


this, when they fo — forbad allrefifftahce rodw- 


thoriry ; 
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thovity z. that fuck unaccountable- poraicr maydJoonde-! 
gencrace. ineo' Tyranny. They oguld: not forget what, 
grievous. Tyrencs then Reign'd in the World, moſt in," 
famgus for cheir-Cruehry, Injuſtice and Oppreſſion ;; and; 
yetthels muſt noc-beretified hy: Chriſtians. + \ couc 1e!, 
;>Nayiib we:conſidet the reafon of the gals, it will ap- 
pear 85 neceſlavy,; that wo ſhould be: forbidden to refill 

rboſe whe-Rule Arbizzarily and unjuſtly, as. wellas the. 
bofkand inoſtgracicugPrigges. Since it ivforealy:argatey 
tg cheartheicommomnpebple intoabad;opinionat thine: 
Governours, who-are '&ways- apt tfufpett the work, 
af 'thaſe above. them. And if w:had been:Lawkulico 

have refifted Arbicrary:Power; every King good or bag: 
would: have/been atche mercy of the people. Eorwbae: 
Prinice can (ever hope by the- moſt equal Goveramene,: 
and moſt- mild adminiftration to avoid the infamy/of 
Tyranny and Arbizrary-power, when: our preſenc mat. 
Gracious :Soveraign, :anÞhis Father of 'everbleſfÞd Mo- 
mory:could notdo it. Thisis the firſt reaſon why; onr S2- 
Viour an this occaſion forbad Sr. Peter rhe-uſe- of. the 
Sword;not only becauſe the time was now comeiwhore- 
inthe Meſſsb was to ſuffer:and dy, bur becauſe Se; Porey 
had. no Authority for, the drawing of it, and.it'yas 
againſt the Lawiul powers. All they that take tha Sword, 
fpall-perifh with the Sword. 5. 17 bla LES, 

. 2+; There: was another reaſon for which our Saviour 
condemned Sr. Peters ufing his Sword upen thisocealts 
on, becauſe fighting in defeats of himſelf and hisRe- 
bgion wagueerly-inconfiſtent wich his deſign; and the 
14 D - Nature 


er. 4 = . " CES 
= = > ACED © 
- 
- 2s. 
: 4 JW Iv,  - - A 4 - + 

- þ L 4 
4 þ ; | 4 
: CT Gr CG. » 
 »V : | r CF $4 \ \ 
-, 4 z : jp #3 & & wi 

A - 


_  Nakwre of: his Kingdom: nDbugbimſelf:rells Pilate 
$1 Jobn'x'8: 3 6. My Kingdomds not:of thit World. If my: 
Kingdom: wire of this World, then: would my Servants fight 

that T ſbould. nat be delivered tothe Jews, ;but-now i my "King«" 

dom not from hence; \ The Apoſttes wete much miltaken;; 
when 'rhey. thoughr'to ſhew their zeal for their Maſter 
by ſetting. upon and deſtroyingof his enemies. They; 
had anorher: warfare to be engaged in.- They were to: 
torify:our Saviour byluffering2{manner of evilscheac.. 
fully; and-conrageoully-faor his:lake,. and:this ourSavi. 
our taught them by,this rebuke of Se. Peter. _.. 
-- He himſclf came inca the World a pattern of meek- 
neſs. and:lowlinels; : of ;the- greateſt bumilicy and:moſt. 
unwearied patience, [and theſe; were the Vertnes that 
wereto crowd his Diſciples, and ro recommend his Re... 
tigion to Mankind: . He did not intend to ſend our his 
Apoſtles-as fo many Goptaincoand Generals by force to ſub. 
due" the: World to his 6bedierice; but: he ſent them our 
as'Sheep amongſt. Wolves, 'expoled- tor all manner of 
evil treatment,; which they were bravely and generouſly 
to eridure fos the ſake-of their Maſter, and his Religi- 
giof was |to-thrive, and flourifh by being Perſecured, 
to get ground: by. being-eppoſed, : and ta be propagated- 
by. the paſlive.valour and courage of Chriſtians: Force: 
of Arms and the Sword were nd likely 'means to beger, 
in Men thariDNoyclike;: Childlike, tnnocent and quier, 
racek..and geade.-Spiric, which his Dofrine was.de- 
Ggned-to'implantin all that were called after his Name. 
... Thus, ths; poſture of - Sr. Peter confefling the name 
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of Chriſt, with his Arms and Legs fffetched our upon 


: 


Swotd in his hand, and fighting indefence of his Mafter. 
And this. way did the Primitive Chriſtians and Martyrs 
ſhew their Love and conſtancy totheir Saviour, and his 


Apoſtle of the Crucificed Jeſus, than brandiſhing his 


Religion, by ſuffering gladly the ſpoiling of their Goods, 


by rejoycing-in the midſt of ſcorching flames, nor by 
fighting for-ic, or making it. pretence-to/Rebel. 


: Though, they, wanted not. force nor numbers ſuffici- 
ent to have oppoſed their Heathen Emperours, and 


ſhaket their Thrones, . yet they willingly ſubmitted co 
the unjuſt Sentence of. their Goyernours after the exam- 


joaſts, that: none ' of chem ever . were found Guilty of 
Conſpiracies againſt-che Emperours, their holy Diſci. 
pline teaching them, rather co be killed, thanro kill, 
Thus Mairitius who ' Cammanded the famous Thebzan 
Legion,” which being all Chriſtians yielded themfelyes 
to: Death_ under 'Maximianus told his fellow Souldiers, 
how -much afraid he was leſt they being Armed ſhould 
under: pretence of defendiag theirfellows have 'refifted 
4 the Emperour, and hindered their: Martyrdom : When, 
#- as he; tells'them, this was forbidden by Chriſt, who would” 
have that Sword, which the Apoſtle had drazon in his defence, 


y Brethren, js the only caſe wherein Re-. 
ligion needs your -valqur, or. calls for your courage : 
Nor tobe aſtiamed of itina wicked Generation, not ro 
""_- T7 
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the Croſs', at, Rome, 'was, imuch more becoming an” 


pleof their Lord and Sqrigur and he Apdig forchein 
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or! | ke. it TENT 'of the; Croft, with which! Je mily Sine 
irs be. -artended-; to: ue pleaſing God cb 

own " Conlcjetices' 2bove your -Liyes, 'or lf this W wp 
Sl ls des FI. "This js like tis Bouldiesf JefusiCheify 


iy co elike the pr hears = 1 te vhbr Safy avidh afid+ 


ollaw him 4 Out nay this we ſhall j } 
bs oratory inco- his,” Tefbcal ingdom. Blu ww geht! 
for the fetji ng 1 ut 'bf- ChriftsI —_ ys dec 


We m '2vo1d cri ng 10x Str Rehipldi2 corito Bake! 
Arms tor the refebiia 3% Taker of: Icvvayrionss keagh: wfcill 
the diys.of, anr, ENG Re 

Jatruth, all chis noiſeahonr relifting for then Sroforvul 
tion of Ng Relghþ is" 4 rmecr chicar anon No 

reach ir; or kinder Men'froms being 
as Rr Gs as they will, or: God hark: Commanded' 
cher... It is only to yverhemſtlves from ſuffering f 
thels Religion, i the. me'Magiſtrate ſhould acany' 
time. Pecrſecure, the profeſſors fie thatraiſes alleheirin- 
temperate zeal and' Yrs how agreeable- thac is with. 
our Saviours Command 'of pf eg vp his Croſs, Leave: 
to eyery 'Mair- to: Af St. Peter raight nor- 
draw. his. Sword: on eep Tani from Rlherhng, 
much leſs may we to keep etves/froniit. 

1 ſhall only here add Ti obſervation, which 1 find 
made from this fa& of Sc; Peters ; that is, He- who was 
ſo forward. to draw, his Sword in defence of his-Maſter;; 
was the firſt char - "[Kartiefally denied him, and Swore 
and Curs'd' that he never: Rok him. '- The reaſon of 
which is gucllcd co be; thizt ke'was afraid of being-found' 
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otitt6 have bevti the Perfori tha ſiniore the High Prieſts 
Seryant "aiFrheretore WoulT not-own 'any/Refation to! 
otr Fe nk thi be 1 fdrhis'very wiſe. 
ful obſervation awade upon pon by by an exedlteat Writer of 
pedo \ that FE vet} en happens, this is com. 
h morily| 'Fite'of fugh Men, Ferns To xeady todraw 
FT their Swords ifonall vockſie s for: Chit, and his Reti- 
” gion an4'Gvſpel, apiinſt their Superiours,” thar they 
{ refrouncetheir ens And his Religion, before even 
they Izydowtt ch it Swords _— :WithelscholoTtairors 
that- ettibrued*rhefr' witke ey Horm or he ny | 
Blood. What DT Religion &y firſt pretend | 
whatrendernfs of Conſdience, whar etl as: | 
pity" d 'they-make ſhew of? 2nd when they were en. 
| dipt jaRebefiioh, Whac Batbarity; whae Yit- 
Natl Bid they fick/ar* yhat Law-of vur Religiondidi 
7 hoe viotare ? what Commandment of our Saviour 
$a they not Randaloufly brezk = 'Mind ir when you 
will, hey who are ſo ready to. High fe for their Religion, 
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Totily beg your Patience, whAR Fey roo! Inferen- 
ces from anon ot how fd, n hy 
-  \x.” Tris generally enquired: ere, that? St. 'Perer upore 
To great an occali bh TP n might notdraw his. Sword 
#gainſt the Publick Officejs, ' by whar Auchoriry then 
doch the Biſhopof Rome as his Succefſor challenge to [} 
kimſeH a Superiority over Soveraign Kings and'Princes, j 
_and a power toAuthorize their Suabjes to take upArms | 
*againlt them, and to. depoſe them : 1 ſay, with-whae 
colaur 


DIED Doe rgno was two 
I WL Ee ban eo ee EL  NOITETE 
Py 3 eat 4 fy Mb” 2, OI ILAN REY " NETS 2 OE eds 204i CTY 0 "_ 
WE, IR Be MCT R3 GS 2 2224 I PERETBLS Poe EE DEED FILES IO AE Ow) 
IMA PIES. A LL EO Bu Nos CONE =p 
2 * 


TURAL ER PILE CY WOOL ages; nerons, DOA pee wed; mas 


BH 
HE 
'8: 
FH 
LES 


© 
7 < Pr » we go men I 


+OMPANY. 


25 


-- 1, dex not ſay-we ate bound acwually fo-obey the Su. 
preme Autharity inal things. We have an higher Lord: 


atid Maſter in Heaven, to whom the gi Monarch 
isequally accountable forall his Actions, as his meancft 
Yaſh. And muſt not for the fake of any inferiour Au. 
thocity, renounce: my Faith and: Allegiance to that Hea- 
venly King of Kings and Lord of Lords. The only 

Mculcy then) is; if I muſt neither obey my Superiours, 
when they Commiand-things unlawful, nor'yer by force 


v4 
— 


defend my (elf, when: they go-about co punifhime for | 


my diſabedience;, what remedy havelt loſe me? Moſt 
n——_ | any Rights;:Liberties, -Religion/and: Lives, 
whenever they-chance ro be invaded by our Govenaours, 
and fit till with aur: liands folded up within onrBoſoms? 
 L anſwer, , that-againſt- ſuch incoaveniencjes-as theſe, 
which have 'ſomerimcs: happened inthe World; ic is 
confeſſed that we have no ocher ſeourity, burthe provic 
dence of God, which is over all his works; andthe 

oodne(s of our Governours, who-ate under all-poſli- 

le moral obligations to ryle-with Juſtice, merey and 
equity, -and if 'they fail ia their dutios they ſhall find 
God a ſevere avenger. But however we are not to-uſe 
any force towards them, any more than-Children may 
againſt -a froward and unkind Parent.- Fly:from theng 
we may; -'and: get out of-rheir clurehes, but 'we muſt 
not do the leaſt evil tothem, nor ever dfawy our Swords 
againft them. And: it is the pleaſure of God when ſuch a 
neceſſity lies upon #s, that then we ſhould exerciſe our Chriſtian 
Patience, and commit our Souls unto our Creatour, being 


E willing 
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Wwillmg, to 1ay;down own Lives:for bis: Fanour.\from whom we 
received. them; As /ithe/ Learned |: Grotius:: Comments 
tipon-the words :ob (my! Toxr, This! Births ainiddle 
way: the Goſpel-prelotibes tb.usin ſich. difficult circum; 
ſtances, when /we-cannot! without Sin-obey, /and: tray 
not-! refiſt,. then; quierly]!: to ſubmit :our ſelves: to ſuffer 
Gods wall... 0. lo bod bois phil fo god -viſta'Q 
- But:thabks be to God;ias to-ou: {ebves:inthis Naciow) 
theſe -are--only hard: taſes fuppofed:::by thoſe; whe 
wiſhed well at leaſt to-the dare horrid. Confpiracy,-'on 

urpoſeco frighitpeople.ourof their Allegiince 2bd 'Q« 
Pedicicy, For:we ate {ofar:krim having any Tuth' occa: 
ſion-or precencefor teliſting oc ulingtheSword amongſt 
us, that: beſides the plain \unlawfulneſs. and-wickedneſs 
of ſo; doing; we: have:all>the: :obligations, and endear- 
meats and iacereſtad engage us rodivequietly and peace: 
ably that Subjects can palthly.defire; + 
. Can we: wiſh for; cam we conceive a more Gracious 
Prince chan him; - whom God:hach ſer. over us, and-hi- 
therto preſerved iforithe ipnblick: good... andbenefir of 
this Nation ?: How mild and: gentle! bow: merciful 
and ready to forgive; ! So tender of his peoples welfare; 
ſo careful of their Liberties and Properties, thatt ap- 
pears they arc far better and/more ſafe inhis hands than 
our-own-:'Have'weinotexcellem: Laws to:ſecure tous 
our. Civil Rights, and is not:our Religion.as welliefts: 
bliſked; as huwane;policy can-do.it? . wo 
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' Ardz6choton mtkny accoutics the app and moſt 
Cortakans people in-the'- . World; af we Wes bur con- 
rented and pleaſed wich: onr-ſelves. + ot a. 1:05 ut 
-|» Phat: Nation of fo: greac-yalourand natiital eo 
rage, .of {0'great" kill infears of Atms, and'of* ſuch 
undaunted Spitits,vvhich if tnited wwouldbe able fo grap- 
ple wich cheſftroageſt and wo__ Kingdoms in the 
Earth/Ochas hach afb thi ie (6 lf that cn be called 

good. 77 pleaſanc(of! deſitable>ſhould yer'weaken an 
eftre op our ſebves by-quareelling amotigſt' ciiriſelves'© 
again 

n.- aſtoniſhment to all the World belide. 

The diſloyalty of this Nation hath much broken 
our reputation, and» we once thogght we had almoſt 
recover'd our credit again by the Thumphanc Reſtaura- 
tion of his preſent Majeſty, (whomGod long preſerve) 
till theſe late diviſions, and commotions, and freſh con- 
ſpiracies , and renewed attempts againſt the Govern. 
ment, have ſunk us ys in __ eſteem of all our nalgh- 
bour Narions. a 2 3 Lt] [ 

* Bur Bleſſed be God: oe hi Poy fon of Faction and 
Sedition hath not infe@ted all ſorts a7 Men.  Thete was 
preſerved'a' remnant-that" never bowed: their'knees to 
Baal,nor werecarried away by:the popular fteeami;who 
preſerved their integrity on Loyalty-intire | ze midft 
of thar crooked and peryerſe Generation, This Allem- 
bly here preſent 15 Tfficienr inftance of the reruch of 
wary: | 
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